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LIVING WITH THE LENOVO T14S GEN 6
AND SNAPDRAGON X ELITE

‘ -t d -t : . Every new generation of laptops brings What follows is a combination of data Snapdragon
n rO u C ‘ O n = a familiar set of lab tests, charts, and and the story about what happens

A benchmark numbers. They're valuable, but when the ThinkPad design legacy meets
A D ‘ ffe re n -t they don’t always capture what it feels like Qualcomm’s new class of high-efficiency
to live with a machine, carrying it between computing. The result is a system that
s home, office, airports, and client meetings feels less like a tool you manage and
K ‘ ﬂ d Of Te S-t while juggling a dozen apps, a Teams call, more like a device that quietly keeps pace
and a dying phone hotspot. with your day.

So, for the Lenovo ThinkPad T14s Gen 6
powered by Snapdragon X Elite, | decided to
approach it differently. This isn’t a standard
Signal65 Lab Insights performance brief. It's
a firsthand account of how Lenovo’'s newest
ThinkPad performs as an everyday work
companion, the moments that make it stand
out, and the quiet efficiencies that you only

notice after days and weeks of real use.

The goal is simple: track the experience from
unboxing through setup, workdays, travel,
and downtime. I'll share what impressed

me most, from battery endurance that
genuinely lasts through a full event day, to
seamless 5G connectivity that removes the
need to hunt for Wi-Fi, to the kind of instant
responsiveness that makes you forget it's

running on battery at all.

signal65.com
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—1rst
Impressions
and setup

signal65.com

The ThinkPad T14s Gen 6 makes a quiet first
impression, literally. The packaging is simple
and clean, built from recyclable cardboard
and clearly marked with sustainability icons.
Lenovo’s focus on eco-friendly materials
feels genuine here, not performative, and

Is something the company has focused on
for a while. Everything inside is efficient and
well thought-out: the device, the slim 65-
watt USB-C charger, and little else. It's a small
detail, but it sets a tone of refinement that

continues through the experience.

The laptop itself feels exactly like a ThinkPad
should, matte black, sturdy, with a slight
texture that makes it easy to grip. The hinge
has a great balance of resistance, opening
with one hand but holding firm at any angle.
There’s a familiarity to it, but it's slimmer than
older models I've used, with the exception of
options like the X1 and X9. The fit and finish
are top-tier, with no flex in the chassis and no

unnecessary shine or ornamentation.

Setup was fast and frictionless. Windows 11
booted in seconds, and the new configuration

flow felt streamlined. The Snapdragon X Elite

platform handled every step without issue,
no fan spin-up, no lag, no heat buildup.

The system stayed cool even through

driver updates, app installs and Windows
Updates. Windows Hello facial recognition
was active within minutes and worked
immediately, a sign of maturity for this
Snapdragon-based platform and the quality
of the camera integration Lenovo utilized.

From the start, the ThinkPad T14s Gen 6 felt
more like a ready-to-work companion than a
system needing configuration. It powered on
fast, connected to our 6GHz Wi-Fi instantly,
installed and setup OneDrive, Teams, and
Slack without a pause. It's the kind of setup
experience that reminds you how far the
non-x86 Windows story has come, less about

compromise now, and more about refinement.
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Keyboard, Display, and Daily Comfort

The ThinkPad keyboard remains unmatched.

There'’s a reassuring solidity to each
keypress, the curve of the keycaps, the

firm actuation, the quiet click that makes
long typing sessions feel effortless. After

a few minutes, it's clear why so many
professionals refuse to give up their
ThinkPads. The key travel is deeper than
most modern ultrathins, and the layout feels
instantly familiar. For writing, coding, or

note-taking, it's still the benchmark.

The trackpad has also seen refinement. It’s
smooth, accurate, and slightly larger than
the last-generation model. The physical
click feels crisp, and multi-touch gestures
register perfectly. | found myself using it
interchangeably with an external mouse
without frustration, which isn’t always the
case with some other business notebooks.
Does it hit the quality bar of a modern

MacBook? No, but it's about as close

signal6b.com

as anything in the Windows space has
come. And the red TrackPoint, still present
between the G, H, and B keys, is a nostalgic
reminder that this design lineage values

precision over fashion.

My unit came with the non-touch 14-inch
WUXGA display, and | don’t regret the
choice. It's bright, brighter than the prior
commercial laptop | had been using, and far
more visible in sunlight or under conference-
room lighting. The matte finish eliminates
glare, and the colors are well-balanced
without being overly saturated. Whether
reviewing charts, working on presentations,
or watching a video mid-flight, the panel
feels professional and easy on the eyes.
Obviously, there are other options here

for brighter, higher resolution options with

a touchscreen, but | wanted to focus on

battery life over these for my usage.

Combined with the keyboard and the
lightweight chassis, the T14s Gen 6 is a
laptop that fades into the background of
your workflow, which is exactly what it
should do. There's no adjustment period,
no awkward ergonomics, no wrist strain. It’s

simply comfortable to use day after day.
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Performance | hat Feels Effortless

A striking part of using the ThinkPad T14s
Gen 6 with Snapdragon X Elite is how fast it
feels, not in a benchmark-chart way, but in
the instant responsiveness that defines the
experience. Applications launch immediately,
windows are snappy, and switching between
Word, Teams, Slack, and Chrome tabs

feels seamless. There is no indication that
you are using anything other than a high-
performance Windows machine, despite
being the first real generation of non-x86
based systems. There's no audible fan noise,
no warmth on the palm rest, and no sense

that the system is ever overworking.

Even when unplugged, that fluidity never
changes. | ran the same workloads on
battery and couldn’t detect (through

feel and experience) any drop in speed
or responsiveness, a difference from
what sometimes happens on some other
Windows laptops. The Snapdragon

X Elite processor, along with Lenovo

signal65.com

co-engineering, provides a power
management system that strikes a rare
balance between sustained performance
and efficiency, and the result is a device
that feels consistently quick.

For validation, we turned to our standard
Signal65 lab group. In UL Procyon Office
Productivity, the T14s Gen 6 delivered
performance equivalent to or better than
many Intel Core Ultra 7 and AMD Ryzen
Al 7-based business systems. Geekbench
6 results confirm the Snapdragon X Elite’s
multi-core strength, and browser-based
benchmarks showed particularly high
efficiency per watt — one of the platform’s
defining traits.
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Performance That Feels Effortless

Performance Bounding - Geekbench 6.5
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The best summary may be this: while the benchmarks prove it's competitive, the experience proves
it's mature. There's a smoothness to the way this ThinkPad handles multitasking that you appreciate
after living with it for a while. Nothing about it feels experimental anymore, it's simply a fast, quiet,

efficient professional machine that happens to run on a new class of silicon.

signal65.com
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Always-Connected Productivity: Setting Up oG

One of the quiet advantages of the ThinkPad T14s Gen 6 is that it
doesn’t have to depend on Wi-Fi to be useful. The model I'm using
includes integrated 5G and setting it up with Verizon took less

than five minutes. (It is worth noting this was a custom build of the
machine, and I'm hoping vendors like Lenovo put more effort into
promoting cellular connectivity in future models.) The eSIM activation
process was straightforward: a quick QR code scan, confirmation
through Windows settings, picking the right plan for me (only $25/
mo additional). Within minutes, | was running on Verizon’s network

without ever opening a hotspot app on my phone.

Select a mobile operator to get online now

M ry s

Soes  swisscom

Bell Makbilit EE GigSky Waorld Mobile Lenovo Connect Swisscom (Schweiz) AG
¥ gaxy

{ e
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That simple addition changes how and where the system fits into
daily life. At my son’s football practice while sitting in the stands, |
can join a Teams call, download files from OneDrive, or edit a shared
document without worrying about Wi-Fi availability or tethering
limits. The connection feels native, always there, always secure, and
never intrusive. It’s the kind of convenience that becomes invisible
until you use another laptop that doesn’t have it. It has become my
default behavior now even when attending industry events that DO

offer Wi-Fi connectivity.
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Performance on 5G is impressive. Speed tests regularly showed
over 400 Mbps down and 30 Mbps up in suburban areas,
easily matching mid-tier home broadband. Latency stayed low
enough to make Slack huddles, OneDrive, and even cloud-
based document editing feel the same. More important than
the numbers, though, is reliability. The connection simply works.
Whether I'm at a hotel, an event, or in a parking lot between

meetings, the experience is consistent.

For $25 a month on my existing Verizon plan, it's a luxury that
quickly feels like a necessity. Beyond convenience, it's also a
quiet security upgrade: no more shared networks or captive
portals. Combined with Windows Hello and the ThinkPad’s
hardware security stack, it creates a mobile workspace that’s
genuinely self-contained. Once you get used to that kind of

freedom, it’s hard to imagine going back.
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Docking, Compatibility, and Ecosystem

One of the early questions | had about moving to Snapdragon X or interference, even while on 5G. Resume from sleep is instant,
Elite was compatibility. Would it recognize my existing peripherals, reconnecting to both Bluetooth and cellular before | even open a
docks, and displays without issue? The answer turned out to be a browser tab. It's small details like this that make the Snapdragon-
reassuring yes. powered ThinkPad feel not only compatible, but also polished.

At home, | use a Lenovo USB-C dock connected to dual 27/- After a month of mixed environments, home, office, and travel, it's
inch monitors, an external webcam, Ethernet, and a few USB easy to forget that this is still a relatively new platform for Windows
devices. The ThinkPad T14s Gen 6 handled it all instantly, plug business systems. There’s no friction or workaround, just a device
in the cable, and within seconds the displays light up, audio that blends into my existing workflow.

switches over, and the system recognizes every device without
driver prompts. Performance through the dock feels identical to
running standalone, and there's no perceptible lag or hiccup when
dragging windows across screens.

At the office, | tested it with a CalDigit Thunderbolt dock, one not
specifically certified for Snapdragon systems, and it worked just

as seamlessly. The experience confirmed what the specifications
only hint at: this platform is ready for real-world enterprise
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setups. From printers and webcams to headsets and networking, N ThinkPad
everything just worked. : S

Bluetooth performance has been equally reliable. I've used

a wireless mouse and headset simultaneously with no drops
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Battery Life
That Outlasts
Your Day
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Battery life is often a marketing headline,
quoting and using unrealizable claims, but
with the ThinkPad T14s Gen 6, it’s a part of the
story that actually delivers. Over the course of
several full workdays, | stopped thinking about
power altogether, which might be the highest
compliment you can give a mobile PC.

At an analyst event recently, | started the day
around 8:30 a.m. with a full charge. Throughout
the day | was taking notes in OneNote, editing
slides in PowerPoint, reviewing documents

in Word, responding to Slack and Teams
messages, keeping a couple dozen Chrome
tabs open, and occasionally running ChatGPT
through the desktop app. Importantly, all of
this was on 5G cellular, not Wi-Fi, and with

a Bluetooth mouse connected. By the time |
packed up my backpack at close to 5:00 p.m.,,
the system still showed 36% battery remaining.
No low-power warnings, no slowdowns, and no

sense of anxiety about finding an outlet.

That’s not a lab result, it's the reality of how this
machine performs in daily use. The Snapdragon
X Elite platform clearly manages power with
precision, maintaining full performance while
drawing less energy than comparable x86
systems I've tested. The laptop stays cool, silent,
and consistent throughout the day, even when
jumping between heavy multitasking workloads.

Battery Life Testing
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For a more measured result, | did run this ThinkPad T14s Gen 6 up against two other
laptops from other OEMs, using different platforms. The results are clear and concise:

the Snapdragon X Elite 78-100 offers more than 21 hours of real-world, usable battery life
across both office productivity and web browsing scenarios; more than 4 hours more than
Intel in office apps and more than 8 hours more than Intel in basic web browsing.

Charging is equally convenient. The compact 65-watt USB-C adapter tops the battery up
quickly, and it's interchangeable with my phone charger, meaning one less item to pack
for travel. For anyone who works remotely or travels often, the T14s Gen 6 can change the
rhythm of your day: you plan your meetings, not your charging breaks.

All-day battery life isn’t just a promise here, it's a normal part of the experience. The
system’s endurance redefines what “mobile productivity” means.
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Al and Application Responsiveness

The Lenovo ThinkPad T14s Gen 6 is faster than before. Even Copilot+ based = -
marketed as a Copilot+ PC, but what that summarization in Office apps operates N (8 2 oo D e J
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seems almost tangible. The " *
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A Month Later:
The [akeaway

signal6b.com

After a full month with the Lenovo ThinkPad
T14s Gen 6 powered by Snapdragon X Elite,
it’s clear that this is more than another spec
refresh; it’s a shift in how a professional
laptop feels to use. The combination of all-day
battery life, true always-connected mobility,
silent operation, and consistent performance
on or off power makes it easy to forget that

you're working on a new architecture at all.

The ThinkPad design language remains
timeless, solid, understated, and built for real
work, but this generation feels more refined
than revolutionary. What’s changed is what
you don’t notice: no fan noise, no warmth
under your wrists, no sluggishness when

unplugged. Everything simply works.

That’s what makes this platform interesting.
The Snapdragon X Elite doesn’t just compete
on benchmark charts; it changes the rhythm
of using a PC. You open the lid, it's instantly
awake. You start a Teams call, it stays cool.
You spend all day writing, editing, or traveling,
and the battery percentage keeps up with
you. Even 5G connectivity, once a niche
feature, feels indispensable once you've

experienced it working this seamlessly.

The Al features already feel useful, but
they’re also a glimpse into what's coming.
This ThinkPad isn’t waiting for the Al PC
future to arrive, it's ready for it.

In many ways, the ThinkPad T14s Gen 6
represents the best of both worlds: Lenovo’s
reliability and polish meeting Qualcomm’s
efficiency and forward-thinking design. It's a
ThinkPad that delivers the same professional
dependability, but with a new kind of quiet
confidence, one that lets you focus entirely

on the work, not the device.

@D Signaléd
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System Configurations & Applications

LENOVO THINKPAD T14S GEN 6 ASUS ZENBOOK S 16 ASUS ZENBOOK S 14
CPU Qualcomm Snapdragon X1E-78-100 AMD Ryzen Al HX 370 Intel Core Ultra 7 258V
Graphics Qualcomm Adreno X1-85 AMD Radeon 890M Intel Arc 140V
RAM 32GB LPDDR5X-8488 32GB LPDDR5X-7500 32GB LPDDR5X-8533
Storage 1TB Western Digital SN740 1TB Micron MTFDKBATTOQFM-1BD1AABGB 512GB Samsung MZVL8512HELU-O0BTW
Display 14" 1920x1080 16” 2880x1800 14" 2880x1800
System BIOS N42ET93W (2.23) 321 308
Operating System Windows 11 26100.6899 Windows 11 26100.6899 Windows 11 26100.6899
Windows Power Mode Balanced Balanced Balanced
OEM Power Mode N/A Standard Mode Standard Mode
Virtualization Based Security Enabled Enabled Enabled

Applications Used

Geekbench 6.4.0
Cinebench 2024.0.1
UL Procyon 2.10.2031
Microsoft Office 2510
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